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ACKNOWLEDGMENT 


| was nominated for Promotion Course for Mid-Management Position 
at National Institute of Public Administration (NIPA), Karachi. A 
foreign tour was the part of the course. So, when time came our group 


was nominated for Sri Lanka and Singapore. 


The whole credit for arranging this tour goes to Mr. Dawar Husain, our 


Chief Instructor at the Institute. 


At Sri Lanka our boarding/ lodging arrangements were made by the 
Sri Lanka Institute of Development Administration — SLIDA. We stand 
indebted to them. They provided excellent accommodation and 
sumptuous breakfast in a very friendly and hospitable environment. 


They also arranged formal dinners for us 


The Pakistani High Commission in Sri Lanka was also very supportive 


during our stay in Sri Lanka 


|, therefore express my gratitude to NIPA, Karachi, especially Mr. 
Dawar Husain, our Chief Instructor, SLIDA, Sri Lanka, Pakistan High 


Commission in Sri Lanka and finally the Government of Pakistan 


PREPARATION OF THIS WORK 


I], myself, have typed the whole stuff and formatted it. Any error of 


any kind may kindly be excused. 


For all the photographs of the members of the delegation, officers, 
officials — of host country; and others, who appeared in the 


Memoir, | extend my gratitude and am thankful to them. 


Maqsood Ahmad Khan 
30'" November 2020 
Lahore — Pakistan 
mmmfkz@gmail.com 
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While at National Institute of Public Administration — NIPA, Karachi 
(now National Institute of Management — NIM). | was attending a 
promotion course during 1993-1994. For Foreign Study Tour, our 


group was nominated for Sri Lanka and Singapore. 


On 2™ of December 1993 we flew to Sri Lanka. While flying towards 
Sri Lanka, memories flashed in my mind. Sri Lanka of ‘Ram Leela’, 
Ceylon of Radio Ceylon and Ceylon Tea and a Tear Dropped Shape 


Island. 


oRIL LANKA 


Sri Lanka, the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka is an island 
country in South Asia, located in the Indian Ocean southwest of the 
Bay of Bengal and southeast of the Arabian Sea. Sri Lanka has been 
called “the pearl of the Indian ocean” because of its shape and 


location 


Sri Lanka, formerly called "Ceylon", is an island nation in the Indian 
Ocean, Southeast of the Indian Subcontinent, in a strategic location 
near major Indian Ocean sea lanes. Sri Lanka is known for the 
beaches which encircle the Island, tea and wild-life. By and large Sri 


Lanka is a paradise for the tourists. 


LANDING AT COLOMBO INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


When, we landed at Colombo International Airport,. | was fully excited 
to see Colombo and other places. We passed through the immigration 
and custom formalities comfortably. When we came out of the airport, 


some official transport was available to take us to the town. 


| travelled to the town in a Police Vehicle alone. Therefore | enjoyed 
the journey to the town, slightly in a different way; | mean some 
protocol and lot of de-touring with a commentary by a friendly driver. | 


enjoyed it very much. 


Colombo International Airport is more than 30 kilometers north of the 
town. So, | fully enjoyed the long journey to the main town in a Police 
Vehicle in a friendly company. The friendly driver showed me almost 
all the important places on my way to the place, we were to be 


accommodated. 


ACCOMMODATION IN SRI_LANKA 


In Sri Lanka our host was Sri Lanka Institute of Development 
Administration (SLIDA) This institute is the premier public sector 
training organization in Sri Lanka, for the development of Public 
Administration and Management. They accommodated so well that we 
felt ourselves as at NIPA, Karachi. The breakfast served in the 
morning used to be quite sumptuous with lot of Pineapple beautifully 


arranged, daily, in a different style, which we enjoyed the most. 


7 


The accommodation was quite good — one person one room. We 


enjoyed our stay there very much. 


COLOMBO 


SRI- LANKA 


COLOMBO 
SRI- LANKA 


Colombo is the first city of Sri Lanka. My friendly friend in the police 
van, was the first to impress upon that the Sri Lankans are a friendly 


and hospitable people. 


Colombo ts the capital and largest metropolitan city of Sri Lanka; and 


is the financial centre of the island and a tourist destination. 





AT THE DOOR STEPS OF THE SLIDA HOSTEL 
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VIEW FROM MY SIDE OF THE HOSTEL 
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COLOMBO CITY 


My first priority was to see and explore the city. So, the first thing, we 
did was to see the highlights of the city, in groups, sub-groups or 
alone. We dined, shopped, went to the beaches and visited Temples. 
The tours were intensive and extensive. Some of us even enjoyed 


regular morning walk. The people of the city were quite hospitable 


and helping, so it was all a pleasant experience. 


TEMPLE OF SRI KAILAWASANATHAN SWAMI DEVASTHANAM KOVIL 


One of the temples we visited. Its monumental towers, with 


varied colors, were quite a memorable place to visit.. 
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COLOMBO BEACH 
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COLOMBO BEACH 


Colombo is known for its beautiful beaches, so, one day, we visited 
one of the beaches of Colombo. A sub group of us visited the sea- 


side and spent lot of time there and enjoyed a lot. 
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COLOMBO BEACH 
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COLOMBO BEACH 
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COLOMBO BEACH 
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COLOMBO BEACH 
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COLOMBO BEACH 
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COLOMBO BEACH 
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DINNERS 
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DINNER 


While with SLIDA we were graced with a dinners, attended by 
celebrities of the institute and other services, which was an honor for 


US. 
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DINNER 
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DINNER 
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DINNER 
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DINNER 
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DINNER 
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DINNER 
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TOURS 
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TOURS 


During our stay in Sri Lanka we were exposed to the working of many 
a Government Departments especially the Revenue Collection 
Department, Railways, Export Promotion Exhibition Centres and 
many other important government functionaries. In addition to that 
we were taken out of Colombo to other places which included Kandy, 
Victoria Dam and Nuwara Eliya, Tea Gardens and Tea Processing 
Plans. Of course site seeing was the bonus throughout the journey 


which was the essence of our visit to Sri Lanka 
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KANDY 


SRI LANKA 


KANDY — SRI LANKA 


ON THE WAY TO KANDY 


First destination of our tour was Kandy, a hill station, famous for its 
natural beauty and a railway from Colombo to Kandy. We, set for the 
journey, in a van. After a few minutes we were ascending and entirely 
a new world was in front of us. Greenery was surrounding us with 
high trees. Pineapple was ruling during the whole way. We could not 
resist our desire to fill our appetite for this fruit. Fresh pineapple 
sellers were sitting along the road with heaps of pineapples. We 
stopped at a few points to enjoy the treat and had what our belly 
could afford. The pineapples were fresh, juicy and sweet. We stopped 
at other resorts as well to enjoy the scenery and have some 
refreshment. Occasionally we saw the railway track also which was a 


wonder to take the train to a high altitude of about 1700 feet. 
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ON WAY TO KANDY 
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ON WAY TO KANDY 
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ON WAY TO KANDY 
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ON WAY TO KANDY 
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ON WAY TO KANDY 
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ON WAY TO KANDY 
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ON WAY TO KANDY 
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KANDY — SRI LANKA 


Finally we reached Kandy, main town, where a lot many people were 
roaming about enjoying the charm of this hilly town, which was 
presenting many a picturesque views with a vast lake and a large 


number of elephants. 


At first we took our lunch and then were on our own upto a specific 
time and RV. 


I, with friend of mine enjoyed seeing almost all the places and took 


some photographs which | am placing here. 
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AT KANDY 
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ONWARD JOURNEY 
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ONWARD JOURNEY 


In the early evening we started our journey towards south of Kandy. 
Once we were out of the town, we were passing through beautiful tea 
gardens, people working there. Surprisingly | noticed, schools, in a 
large number on our way. That spoke about the importance of 
education, which | noticed in Colombo, as well, that | did not come 
across anybody less than secondary school. We drove for a long time 
till the sun set and it became dark. After an hour or two we stopped at 
a rest place, i.e. a rest house. Due to night we could not see much. 
There, we were served with dinner; and we spent the night there. In the 
morning we found ourselves in a very beautiful environment. Another 
part of our journey started, the Dams. | took some photographs which 


are given here. 
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9 ELECTRIC PROJECT. 


DATE OF COMMISSION 12.04.1964 
TOTAL COST RS 8900 MILLION 
ONANCIAL GRANT UNITED KINGDOM 
s tesr ence. (t DAM 
; TYPE DOUBLE CURVATURE ARCH 
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: . 5 CREST LENGTH SOM 
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FULL SUPPLY LEVEL 436 M M.S.1 








VICTORIA DAM AND HYDR 


04. 1984 
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NUWARA ELIYA 
SRI LANKA 
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NUWARA ELIYA 
SRI LANKA 


Now our destination was Nuwara Eliya, another beautiful place, known for its 
vast green grounds. When we reached there we found that the place was 
exceptionally beautiful and looked like a part of Middlesex. 

We stayed here for a short while, had some snacks and then started our journey 


towards Colombo. 
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NUWARA ELIYA 





MARKET PLACE - NUWARA ELIYA 
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NUWARA ELIYA 





MARKET PLACE - NUWARA ELIYA 
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TEA PROCESSING PLANTS 


On our way to Colombo, we stopped at Tea Processing Plants, where we were 


offered tea in very friendly and hospitable environment. 
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TEA PROCESSING PLANTS 
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On our way to Colombo, it started raining. The rain was not like cats 
and dogs it was like a flood. The water was muddy; and the land was 
slicing. It was a downward journey. We were praying for our safe 


arrival to our resting place. 


However, it looked as if it was a routine for the locales and the life 


was going on like any other place during rain. 


| treat this journey one of the best journeys 


| enjoyed the most. 
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PAKISTANI HIGH COMMISSION 
IN 


SRI LANKA 


PAKISTANI HIGH COMMISSION 


IN 


SRI LANKA 


In Sri Lank the members of Pakistani High Commission were 
in close contact with us and they invited us in the High 
Commission and were briefed by the High commissioner 
himself and they extended full hospitality. They also 
facilitated to get Visas for the participants who were going to 
Singapore. They had provided a phone list all the members 


of the Commission for any contact. 


By and large we enjoyed the hospitable environment of the 


High Commission. 
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PAKISTANI HIGH COMMISSION 
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HOPE TO VISIT SRI LANKA AGAIN 
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